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reads Christian prayers in Hebrew. There is no
incongruity in this procedure if the Jews are considered
a nation and the practices of the Synagogue merely
** national customs ". It is then a reasonable pro-
cedure; and those responsible for it apparently think
that to maintain Jewish practices with Christian
teaching is a useful expedient for winning Jews to
Christianity. The old joke, about the Jewish con-
vert to Christianity who asked his baptisers to hurry
with the ceremony that he might get to the Synagogue
in time for evening prayers, has lost its point.

It is easy to understand why some who urge the
Jews to give up their religious distinctiveness en-
courage them to maintain their cultural and political
separatism, to become Christians in thought and faith,
but to maintain their "national traditions0. The
loyalty of the Jew to the Jewish group stands in the
way of his conversion; but there is some chance for
it if he can be shown a way of maintaining that
loyalty while changing his religion, Jewish nation-
alism supplies the way* The Jews, on the other
hand, who believe in the value to the world of the
Jews' religious distinctiveness will urge that the Jews
should give up their " national traditions " in order
that the world may perceive the value of their dis-
tinctive religious ideas, faith, and outlook. If the